
 

Meeting Request with EPA Wetlands Staff / May 28 or 29 - 2015  

Topic: Chuitna Coal Project: Presentation on the assessment of recreating a functioning 

salmon-based ecosystem in Alaska  

 

 

Who: Brian Litmans, Senior Staff Attorney, Trustees for Alaska 

Mark Rains, PhD, Associate Professor of Geology, University of South Florida   

Margaret Palmer, PhD, Professor at the University of Maryland and Executive 

Director of the National Socio-Environmental Synthesis Center  

Bob Shavelson, Executive Director, Cook Inletkeeper 

Carly Wier, Director, Alaskans First Campaign 

Dan Kanninen, Vice President for Issues and Advocacy, Smoot Tewes Group  

 

See attached brief biographies 

 

Why: Cook Inletkeeper and Chuitna Citizens Coalition worked with a team of technical 

experts to assess PacRim’s plan to recreate a functioning salmon-based ecosystem 

after coal-mining operations take place in the Chuitna River watershed near Beluga, 

Alaska. Cook Inletkeeper and Chuitna Citizens Coalition would like to present the 

results of the assessment to USEPA staff for their consideration. 

 

When: May 28 and 29, 2015  

 

Where: United States Environmental Protection Agency Headquarters 

 

Point of Contact: 

Carly Wier  

Alaskans First Campaign  

Carly@alaskacoal.org  

Mobile: 719-293-1202 

 

  



Attendee Biographies: 

 

Brian Litmans, Senior Staff Attorney, Trustees for Alaska 

Brian is a 2001 graduate of Lewis & Clark Law School and received a Certificate in 

Environmental and Natural Resources Law. Brian was also a member of Lewis and Clark’s 

Environmental Law Review.  Since graduating from Lewis & Clark, Brian has worked as a solo 

practitioner, handling a variety of environmental cases for non-profit organizations across the 

country. Those cases focused on management of our public lands and protection of endangered 

species. Prior to law school, Brian worked in Washington, D.C. with the U.S. Senate 

Environment and Public Works Committee and at the White House Council on Environmental 

Quality. Brian joined Trustees for Alaska in the spring of 2007. 

 

Mark Rains, PhD, Associate Professor of Geology, University of South Florida.  

Professor Rains’ research includes ecohydrology, hydrogeology, wetland, river, and coastal 

ecosystem structure and function. Professor Rains has extensive experience researching the 

hydrology of wetlands in Southcentral Alaska, and has provided research on the Pebble 

Prospect in Southwest Alaska. 

 

Margaret Palmer, PhD, Professor at the University of Maryland and Executive Director of the 

National Socio-Environmental Synthesis Center.    

Dr. Palmer has 30 years of experience in research and teaching on coastal ecosystems, 

watershed science, and stream ecology and restoration. Past work includes leading a large 

team of scientists in developing the first national database on river restoration in the U.S., co-

authoring a book entitled The Foundations of Restoration Ecology, and serving as an expert 

advisor on the design of multiple stream and river restoration projects. 

 

Bob Shavelson, Executive Director, Cook Inletkeeper 

Bob is a reformed attorney with backgrounds in biology, chemistry, and environmental 

sampling and compliance. He was Editor-in-Chief of the University of Oregon’s Journal of 

Environmental Law and Litigation, and has considerable experience in toxics, the Clean Water 

Act, and Right-to-Know issues. Prior to joining Inletkeeper in 1996, Bob worked in the United 

States Senate, Oregon’s Senate Majority Office, the New Jersey Department of Environmental 

Protection, the New Jersey Marine Sciences Consortium, and the University of Oregon’s Ocean 

& Coastal Law Center. He holds a BA in Biology & Chemistry from Boston University and a JD 

from the University of Oregon. 

 

Carly Wier, Director, Alaskans First Campaign 

Carly has been working with the Alaskans First Campaign to ensure that Alaskans have a voice 

in resource management decisions since 2011.  Before moving to Alaska, Carly was the 

Executive Director for the High Country Conservation Center in Summit County, Colorado for 

nearly 10 years.  She has been recognized for her work by the Colorado Governor’s Energy 

Office, The Summit Foundation, the Colorado Association for Recycling and the University of 

Colorado at Boulder’s Environmental Center.  She holds a BA in Geography and Environmental 

Studies from the University of Colorado Boulder and is a Fellow of the Bighorn Center for 

Leadership, Sustainable Development Program. 

    

 

Dan Kanninen, Vice President for Issues and Advocacy, Smoot Tewes Group  



Dan Kanninen has spent more than a decade in influential positions at all levels of government 

and politics, playing key roles in policy making, campaigns, and political management. He 

currently manages and advises several advocacy campaigns as a Principal at the Smoot Tewes 

Group. 

 

He played a critical role in President Obama’s 2008 election as the State Director in Wisconsin 

after working in leadership positions in Wisconsin, Ohio and North Carolina during the 

primaries. Dan served the re-elect by overseeing the northeastern United States (a nine state, 

$20 million operation including the critical battlegrounds of New Hampshire and Pennsylvania) 

from Chicago headquarters before leading the Virginia operation as Senior Advisor, turning that 

state blue for just the second time since 1964. 

 

In between campaign stints, Dan served as the White House Liaison at EPA, and as former 

Wisconsin Governor Jim Doyle’s Legislative Director. In that role, he was the lead negotiator of 

the $62 billion state budget bill, the first on time budget in more than three decades. Prior to 

that, he spent six years as Chief of Staff to a veteran Wisconsin state lawmaker serving on the 

budget committee.  



 

 

Proposed Meeting Agenda with USEPA  

 

1. Introductions  

 

2. Presentation of Assessment of recreating a functioning salmon-based ecosystem 

 

3. General Discussion  

 

4. Conclusion 
 

 


